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In 1978, Janet Gray opened her dance studio out of sheer necessity.

"l was a single mom and needed the extra money," Gray said during an interview from her
studio office. "l did some numbers and realized that | would make more than | would at
McDonald's."

Still, it was a high-risk step. She opened shop at the old Sherman School on the corner of
2300 East and 3300 South. (There's now a Dan's grocery store at the site).

"There was only me as the faculty," she said.

Now, 30 years later, Gray's studio is at another location (3065 Imperial St.), and she has 13
faculty members.

In addition, her studio has made a name for itself, thanks to the dancers who have gone
through the program and into the professional world.

"There are two things that | have set as criteria for the faculty," she said. "First, they need to
have a college degree, and second, they need to have experience as professional
performers.”

Those standards have kept Janet Gray Dance Studios up and running. To celebrate the 30th
anniversary, the studio will perform "Deja Vu" May 29 and 30 in Kingsbury Hall.

Gray's son, Josh, a filmmaker who has worked on "A.l." and "Minority Report," has created a
short film about Gray Studios to start things off. From there, students past and present will
present works.

Raw Moves co-founder/director Natosha Washington helped with the opening number.

"She was exactly what we needed," Gray said. "I needed some dynamic movement, and
Natosha came in and whipped the kids in shape."”

In addition, former student Karen Stone and husband Zoltan Bihari, who have years of
experience dancing for Norwegian and Silversea Cruise lines, will perform their work "Harem
Nocturne."

"We're excited to have Karen back performing for us,"” Gray said.
Gray said the performance also will feature a tap tribute to Eddie Brown, her tap mentor.

"I met Eddie through Gregory Hines," Gray said. "l was in California continuing my training in
jazz and tap and saw Gregory coming down an aisle.

"l went up to him and said, 'l need a tap teacher,' and he took me by the hand and introduced



me to Eddie, who had been with Vaudeville."
Gray studied with Brown for 10 years and learned all his moves.

"He would call his basic moves 'B.S. 1" and 'B.S. 2,'" Gray said. "And in other productions,
those titles have been changed to 'E.B. 1' and 'E.B. 2," but we changed them back, because
that's the way he talked," Gray said. "He was a dancer from another time and was really
brash. But so wonderful."

When Gray looks back over the years, she is amazed at how many people have touched her
life, as well as how many she has touched.

"l can't believe it has been 30 years since | started the studio," said Gray, a former adjunct
associate professor in the University of Utah's ballet department and guest teacher and
choreographer for the Interlochen Arts Academy.

"Back then | would look at the year-end numbers and say, '"Whew! We made it.'

"And | never thought we'd last, but each year we did." That was motivation for her to keep
going.

"To see a young dancer grow in the studio and on stage is what makes all the work
worthwhile," she said.

"They learn to control their bodies and gain confidence and discipline, and that not only helps
them in their future in performance but also helps them in careers that are not in performance,
Gray said.

If you go...

What: "Deja Vu," Janet Gray Studios 30th Anniversary Concert
Where: Kingsbury Hall, University of Utah

When: May 29, 7 p.m.; and May 30, 2 p.m.

How much: $15

Phone: 801-581-7100

Web: www.kingsburyhall.org

E-mail: scott@desnews.com
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